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1.0 Objective 

1.1 The purpose of this guideline is to describe areas of responsibility for all agencies normally involved in 
homicide and/or questionable death investigation; i.e., including but not limited to Lake County law 
enforcement agencies, State’s Attorney and Coroner, as well as establish appropriate actions for Highland Park 
Fire Department personnel to take at such incidents. 

1.2 To establish procedures for each agency to following in pursuing its’ part in the investigation so that common 
procedures will be understood and used throughout Lake County. 

1.3 To establish areas of cooperation where agencies can assist each other. 

2.0 Responsibility 

2.1 It is the responsibility of all Department personnel to understand the procedures documented in this Standard 
Operating Guideline. 

3.0 Scope 

3.1 The basis for the death investigation requirements are set forth in Illinois Compiled Statutes, Chapter 55, Section 
3- 3013. 

3.2 Section 3-3013 reads: 

3.2.1 Preliminary investigation: Every Coroner, whenever, as soon as he/she knows or is informed that the 
dead body of any person is found or lying within his county; whose death is suspected of being: 

3.2.1.1 A sudden or violent death, whether apparently suicidal, homicidal or accidental, including but 
not limited to deaths apparently caused or contributed by thermal, traumatic, chemical, 
electrical or radiation injury, or a complication of any of them, or by drowning or suffocation, 
or as a result of domestic violence as defined in the Illinois Domestic Violence act of 1986; 

3.2.1.2 A maternal or fetal death due to an abortion, or any death due to a sex crime or a crime against 
nature; 

3.2.1.3 A death where circumstances are suspicious, obscure, mysterious or otherwise unexplained, 
or where, in the written opinion of the attending physician, the cause of death is not 
determined; 

3.2.1.4 A death where addiction to alcohol or to any drug may have been a contributing cause; or 

3.2.1.5 A death where the decedent was not attended by a licensed physician. 

3.2.2 The Coroner shall go to the place where the dead body is, and take charge of the same and shall make 
a preliminary investigation into the circumstances of the death. In the case of death without attendance 
by a licensed physician the body may be moved with the Coroner’s consent from the place of death to 
a mortuary in the same county. Coroners in their discretion shall notify such physician as is designated 
in accordance with Section 3-3014 to attempt to ascertain the cause of death, either by autopsy or 
otherwise. 

3.2.3 In Lake County, in cases of suspected suicide, homicide or an accidental death, or deaths where 
circumstances are mysterious or obscure in means, the Coroner shall, and in other cases at his discretion, 
conduct an inquest, pursuant to Illinois Compiled Statutes. 

4.0 Definitions 

4.1 Homicide: The act of a human being taking the life of another human being, whether criminal, justifiable, or 
otherwise. 

4.2 Questionable Death: A death where the circumstances are suspicious, obscure, mysterious or otherwise 
unexplained, or where, in the written opinion of the attending physician, the cause of death is not determined. 
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5.0       General Areas of Responsibility 

5.1 Law Enforcement Agencies: The function of Law Enforcement Agencies is to collect all evidence from the death 
scene and from other sources which bears on the issues of a criminal investigation. 

5.2 Coroner: The Coroner’s function is to make all necessary inquiry to establish a cause and manner of death of the 
deceased person. Specific responsibilities include: 

5.2.1 Take custody of the body. 

5.2.2 Responsible in the identification of the deceased through various forensic evidentiary procedures, such 
as, medical and dental records, or by other means as the circumstances warrant. 

5.2.3 Inventory and seize the personal effects of the deceased. 

5.2.4 Assure proper notification of the deceased’s next-of-kin. 

5.3 Fire Department: The Fire Department is generally called to the scene in an effort to preserve the life of the 
victim (or others present at the scene) in accordance with established EMS System Protocols. In fire related 
deaths, the function of the Fire Department is to extinguish the fire and determine the cause and origin of the fire 
in cooperation with responding Law Enforcement. 

6.0       Notification and Custody of the Scene 

6.1 Fire Department / Paramedics: Unless death is obvious, appropriate EMS units shall be notified by the first 
agency on the scene. 

6.2 If the EMS unit is the first agency on the scene where death is obvious, it shall immediately notify the appropriate 
Law Enforcement agency and preserve the integrity of the scene until the arrival of Law Enforcement. Law 
Enforcement personnel will take custody of the scene immediately upon their arrival. 

6.3 Immediate notification shall be made to the Coroner by Fire or Police Department personnel, Paramedics, or 
Law Enforcement personnel, in accordance with Compiled Illinois Statutes Section 3-3020, as follows, “Coroner 
to be Notified: 

6.3.1 3-3020: Every Law Enforcement official, funeral director, EMS personnel, hospital director or 
administrator, or person having custody of the body of a deceased person, where death is one subject to 
investigation under Section 3-3013, and any physician in attendance upon such a decedent at the time 
of his death, shall notify the Coroner promptly. Any such person failing to so notify the Coroner 
promptly shall be guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor, unless such person has a reasonable cause to believe 
that the Coroner has already been so notified.” 

6.3.2 3-3019: “Removal of Bodies”. No dead body which may be subject to the terms of this Division or the 
personal property of such a deceased person, shall be handled, moved, disturbed, or removed from the 
place of death by any person, except with the permission of the Coroner, unless same shall be necessary 
to protect such body or property from damage or destruction, or unless necessary to protect life, safety, 
or health. 

7.0        Uniform, Homicide and Questionable Death Procedures 

7.1 Unless death is obvious at the time the first agency arrives at the scene, all appropriate aid shall be given. Nothing 
in this procedure outline shall be interpreted to preclude any action necessary to save the life of the victim. 
However, consistent with the foregoing, the following procedures shall be observed by Fire and Ambulance 
personnel who render aid to a victim: 

7.1.1 Only those personnel who are actively aiding the victim should be in the immediate area. All others 
will remain away, thus avoiding unnecessary disturbance of the scene. 

7.1.2 The victim will not be moved unnecessarily. 
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7.1.3 Nothing in the area shall be touched or disturbed in any way unless required in giving aid to the victim. 

If the items must be moved, a report of this will be given to the Law Enforcement Officer in charge of 
the scene. 

7.1.4 After a death has been established all personnel will withdraw from the scene and follow the instructions 
of the Law Enforcement Officer in charge of the crime scene and the Coroner who is in charge of the 
body. 

7.1.5 A complete list of all persons who enter the area will be given to the Law Enforcement Officer in charge 
of the scene. 

7.1.6 Law Enforcement agencies and the Fire Department shall, upon arrival at the scene, designate an Officer 
in charge who shall enforce these procedures. 

7.1.7 An Officer in charge from the Fire Department or ambulance personnel will document in writing the 
identity and activity of each of his personnel on the scene and said report will be turned over to the Law 
Enforcement investigator in charge upon the latter’s arrival on the scene. 

7.1.8 To preserve evidence which may exist at the scene of a questionable death: 

7.1.8.1 Approach the scene with caution. 

7.1.8.2 Enter and leave the scene by the same route. Do not walk through blood stains or disturb other 
evidence. Before leaving the scene, check shoes to see if any objects (such as bullets or debris) 
have been picked up on the shoe or soles. 

7.1.8.3 Allow only one person to initially approach the scene. When possible, wait for Police to give 
permission to approach the scene. 

7.1.8.4 Wear rubber gloves to minimize scene contamination. 

7.1.8.5 When probably dead, assess the victim with minimal amount of physical contact and 
movement. Check for a carotid pulse and listen for heart and breath sounds. When obvious 
signs of death are present, such as lividity, rigor mortis, or putrefaction, do not attach the 
cardiac monitor or touch the victim. 

7.1.8.6 Notify the Coroner and Law Enforcement personnel of where the victim was touched. 

7.1.8.7 If it is necessary to move the victim, note the exact position and location of the victim prior 
to movement. 

7.1.8.8 Do not touch or move any item at the scene unless absolutely necessary to render care to the 
patient. Document if items were touched or moved. 

7.1.8.9 Do not cut through blood stains or bullet holes, etc. in clothing. 

7.1.8.10 Circle puncture sites that you have made on the victim, if necessary. 

7.1.8.11 When leaving the scene, collect miscellaneous items which were used to treat the victim 
(paper, syringes, etc.) and secure appropriately. 

7.1.9 The Fire Department has a continuing responsibility to coordinate policies and procedures with other 
involved agencies and to provide training to facilitate compliance with the provisions herein. 

7.2 The first Law Enforcement Officer on scene shall have custody of the scene until relieved by the Investigator in 
Charge. 

7.3 The removal of the body shall be directed by the Coroner and shall be done in a manner as prescribed by the 
Coroner’s Office procedures, which include, but are not limited to, the removal of the body which may be placed 
on either a plastic or a white cloth sheet and secured for transport. This does not preclude the Law Enforcement 
agency to examine and photograph all evidence which is disclosed by movement of the body; however, it will 
not allow for any evidence to be removed from the body until such time at the morgue, unless approved by the 
Coroner. 
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7.3.1 Transport of the body shall be made by the Coroner’s staff in a designated removal vehicle as authorized 

by the Coroner. 

 

8.0       Reference 

8.1 Highland Park Fire Department 

 

Approved:      Fire Chief 

 


